Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 KATHMA 00021 030505Z 

12 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 

AID-05 /063W 

096253 

R021120ZIAN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3859 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KATHMANDU 0021 
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TAGS: PGOV PINT NP 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL POLICE PUT UNDER CONTROL OF PRIME MINISTER 

1 . HMG JANUARY 1 ANNOUNCED ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGE BY WHICH 
"SPECIAL POLICE DEPARTMENT" HAS BEEN SHIFTED FROM HOME 
MINISTRY TO CABINET SECRETARIAT, THEREBY PLACING IT DIRECTLY 
UNDER CONTROL AND SUPERVISION OF PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE. 
ALTHOUGH NO SPECIFIC REASON GIVEN FOR CHANGE, PRESS ANNOUNCE- 
MENT STATES THAT IT WILL FACILITATE PRIME MINISTER'S PROGRAM 
OF ERADICATING "CORRUPTION AND RED-TAPISM." 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SPECIAL POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS NEVER 
BEEN PROMINENT ORGANIZATION (WE DO NOT KNOW, FOR EXAMPLE, 

HOW MANY PERSONS DETAILED TO IT) IT DOES HAVE PRIMARY 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR INVESTIGATIONCHARGES OF CORRUPTION OF HMG 
OFFICIALS. NEW CHANGE WILL INCREASE ALREADY SIGNIFICANT 
POWER THAT PRIME MINISHAR HAS ACQUIRED IN HIS PROGRAM TO WEED 
OUT CORRUPTION AND PRESUMABLY WILL ASSURE THAT ALL GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS, INCLUDING THAT OF HOME MINISTRY, WILL RECEIVE 
INDEPENDENT SCRUTINY. 
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